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A RESOLUTION to create a special joint committee to study the
transfer of social service programs to state
governments via the use of federal block grants.

WHEREAS, there is presently an initiative at the federal government level to transfer

most of the responsibility for administering social service programs to the respective state

governments via the increased utilization of federal block grants; and

 WHEREAS, the implications of such transfer are far-reaching and would affect the lives

of most Tennesseans; and

 WHEREAS, it is important for this General Assembly to begin to examine how this

transition to state responsibility for social service programs can take place most effectively and

with the least amount of disruption to those citizens whose lives and well-being depend on the

continuity of the social services being provided by the government; and

 WHEREAS, over the past thirty years, an efficient, effective and economical delivery

system for these social services has evolved which serves the poor, the elderly, the

unemployed and other citizens with special needs; and

 WHEREAS, this General Assembly should carefully and extensively study ways and

means to build upon the strength and capacity for the efficient delivery of social services that

already exist at the community level; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NINETY-NINTH

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE CONCURRING, That

there is hereby created a special joint committee to study the impact on Tennessee of the

proposed transfer of the responsibility for administering social service programs to the

respective state governments via the increased utilization of federal block grants .



- 2 - *00698234*

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the special joint committee shall be composed of

the following members:

four (4) members of the House of Representatives, to be appointed by the

Speaker of the House;

four (4) members of the Senate, to be appointed by the Speaker of the Senate;

the Commissioner of Human Services or the commissioner’s designee;

the Commissioner of Finance and Administration or the commissioner’s

designee;

the Executive Director of the Tennessee Commission on Aging;

one (1) representative of the Tennessee Association of Community Action

Agencies;

one (1) representative of the Tennessee Head Start Association and;

one (1) representative of the Tennessee Association of Human Resource

Agencies.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That all appropriate agencies of state government

shall provide assistance to the special joint committee, upon the request of the chair.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the special joint committee shall be

convened by the member with the most years of continuous service in the General

Assembly.  At its first meeting, the special joint committee shall elect a chair, vice-chair

and such other officers that the committee deems necessary.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That all legislative members of the special joint

committee who are duly elected members of the 99th General Assembly shall remain

members of such committee until the committee reports its findings and

recommendations to the General Assembly and shall be paid as members of the

General Assembly are paid for attending legislative meetings as provided in Tennessee

Code Annotated, Section 3-1-106.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the special joint committee shall timely report

its findings and recommendations, including any proposed legislation, to the Ninety-

Ninth General Assembly no later than February 1, 1996, at which time the committee

shall cease to exist.
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